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Budget and Appropriations Update – As we reported in last month’s 
newsletter, Congress has postponed any final decisions on fiscal year 2017 
appropriations until April 28, leaving 11 government spending bills in limbo. 
 
Publicly, lawmakers still express hope that Congress will complete its work on the 2017 
spending bills. But the press of other legislative business, including confirmation 
hearings for cabinet nominees and repeal of the Affordable Care Act, has led many to 
conclude that Congress will eventually pass a continuing resolution for the remainder of 
the year. That means most discretionary programs will be funded at last year’s levels 
through the remainder of this fiscal year. One exception could be the Defense 
appropriations bill, where the military says major weapons programs can face delays 
and cost increases unless new spending is approved.  
 
The outlook for next fiscal year is still unclear, but during last week’s Republican retreat 
in Philadelphia, Senate majority leader Mitch McConnell effectively threw in the towel on 
passing individual appropriations bills for Fiscal 2018, signaling the likelihood of another 
year-end omnibus spending bill.   
 
To make matters more challenging, Republicans must also try to reach an accord with 
Democrats on raising the fiscal 2018 discretionary spending caps.  In their present form 
the caps would require a $5 billion cut in base spending from current levels. They also 
could potentially rewrite the entire 2011 deficit reduction law that established the 
constraints on discretionary spending through fiscal 2021. Deficit hawks would likely 
support raising spending caps for defense, but only if nondefense spending is cut. 
Democrats will insist on some level of nondefense spending increase in exchange. 
 
Another complication will be the need to raise the authorization for nation’s debt ceiling 
which expires March 16. And Trump Administration budget officials have indicated that 
they will likely release a short budget request document in late February for FY 2018, 
but not the full detailed request until mid-May. The delay will also slow efforts to produce 
Congressional appropriations bills this year.  
 
Early indications are that the first Trump budget request will include significant cuts for 
non-defense discretionary spending. Budget officials at the Office of Management and 
Budget are said to be working on a budget blueprint that essentially follows proposals 
published last year by the Heritage Foundation and the Republican Study Committee 
calling for $10 trillion in savings over a decade. 



Congress begins ACA repeal process; likely target now is year end  
Congress in January took its initial steps to begin the process to alter the ACA health 
reform law: S. Con. Res. 3 was passed in both chambers under the budget 
reconciliation process. That procedure will eventually allow final votes to repeal aspects 
of the law in the Senate while only requiring a simple majority and preventing filibusters.  

However, because it is a budgetary process, the final bill must strictly concern itself only 
with aspects that deal with revenue and budget issues. As a result, replacement 
concepts for deleted provisions will have to be handled in separate legislation that will 
go through the regular process and require 60 vote margins to pass in the Senate.   

The Senate’s budget resolution assigned four key committees the task of writing 
legislation within their jurisdictions to repeal parts of the healthcare law and achieve at 
least $1 billion in savings each. The realized savings would be parked in Treasury 
Department reserve accounts for use later in paying for the replacement system costs.  

The bill set a deadline of January 27 for completing those plans, however, all 
committees extended that deadline and now expect to produce initial legislation by the 
end of February. Republican leaders last week indicated they are now hoping to 
complete the overall repeal process by August at the earliest or year’s end at the latest. 

Since passage, moderate Republicans have raised concerns about repealing the 
program without assurances as to what will replace it. Republican Senators, Susan 
Collins of Maine and Bill Cassidy of Louisiana recently introduced a “middle ground” bill, 
the Patient Freedom Act, that would allow states to determine if they would remain in 
Obamacare insurance or opt for a more conservative plan that would be less 
comprehensive but cheaper.  

Confirmation hearings for physician Rep. Tom Price of Georgia have been held on his 
nomination to head the Department of Health and Human Services. Once approved he 
will become the Administration’s chief architect and negotiator with Congress on the 
way forward on health reform. 

 

Education Secretary nominee advanced to full Senate; other Cabinet 
nominees stalled in committees 
The Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions voted along party 
lines January 31 to recommend confirmation of Betsy DeVos as Secretary of Education 
in the Trump Administration. The vote was 12-11 with all Democrats opposing the 
nomination which now moves to the full Senate where only a simple majority vote is 
required and Republicans hold a 52 seat majority. 

However, Republican Senators Lisa Murkowski of Alaska and Susan Collins of Maine 
said they are unsure how they will vote on the nomination when it reaches the floor.  
Both said they were voting to advance the nomination to the full Senate but still were 



uncommitted because of concerns they have over the nominee’s experience for the 
job.  

In another nomination battle, Democrats on the Senate Finance Committee took the 
rare step of boycotting an expected vote on two more cabinet officials: Rep. Tom Price 
for Secretary of Health and Human Services and Steven Mnuchin to head the Treasury 
Department.  

The boycott effectively prevented a committee vote because of a lack of a 
quorum.  Democrats say they object to both because of unanswered questions on 
financial information and incomplete background investigations. Subsequently, on 
February 1, Finance Committee Republicans changed their rules without Democrats 
present and voted to move the nominees to the Senate floor. Also on January 31, 
Democrats on the Judiciary Committee invoked an obscure rule to essentially filibuster 
the committee vote on Sen. Jeff Sessions to be Attorney General. 

 

Democrats offer $1 trillion infrastructure proposal 
Florida Senator Bill Nelson joined seven other senior Senate Democrats January 24 to 
unveil a sweeping $1 trillion plan to rebuild the nation’s infrastructure and create millions 
of jobs over the next decade.  

The plan proposes to repair the nation’s aging roads, bridges, airports and other 
facilities, build new K-12 schools, expand broadband, build more VA facilities, and 
modernize ports and railways systems. The proposal does not say how the direct 
government funding would be paid for in the Congressional process.   

The proposal, intended to open a negotiation with President Trump on one of his 
signature campaign themes, would offer: 

$75 billion for schools; 
$210 billon for roads and bridges; 
$110 billion for water and sewer systems; 
$180 billion for rail and buses;  
$70 billion for port and airport upgrades; 
$100 billion for the electric grid; 
$20 billion for broadband upgrades; 
$10 billion for VA hospitals; 
$10 billion for an infrastructure bank; and 
$200 billion for other infrastructure projects. 
For more details, click here. 
 

 
Florida Reps. Rooney and Hastings offer “Rooney rule” resolution 
 

https://www.dpcc.senate.gov/files/documents/ABlueprinttoRebuildAmericasInfrastructure1.24.17.pdf


Congressman Tom Rooney (R-FL) and Congressman Alcee Hastings (D-FL) teamed up 
in introducing a resolution January 31 to encourage fair hiring practices providing 
minorities with a fair opportunity to participate. 
 
The House Resolution is modeled after a successful National Football League (NFL) 
policy known as “The Rooney Rule.” The Rooney Rule, formulated by Daniel Rooney – 
uncle of Congressman Rooney and chairman of the Pittsburg Steelers football team – 
requires each NFL team with a job opening for a coach or general manager position to 
interview at least one minority candidate for that position. Established in the NFL in 
2003, the purpose of this rule was to ensure that minority coaches, especially African 
Americans, would be considered for high level coaching positions. After its 
implementation, the percentage of African American coaches in the NFL rose from 6% 
to 22% as a result of the rule. 
 
Similarly to that of the NFL, the House Resolution would “encourage the development of 
best business practices to fully utilize the potential of the United States.” The resolution 
states that the House encourages each corporate, academic and social entity, 
regardless of size or field of operation to: 

• First, develop an internal rule modeled after a successful business practice, such as 
the Rooney Rule, in accordance with the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and; 

• Second, to institute this rule to make sure that the entity will always consider 
candidates from underrepresented populations before making final hiring decisions. 

 
The resolution does not create or alter federal law, it simply encourages corporate, 
academic and social entities to develop internal rules similar to the NFL’s Rooney Rule. 
This resolution is non-binding and is not something that will be sent to the President. 
The intention is meant to inspire companies to widen their pool of job applicants, but it is 
does not mandate quotas or regulations on whom a business interviews or hires. 
 

Senator Tim Scott (R-SC) has introduced the companion resolution in the Senate. Scott 
was joined by cosponsors Senators Marco Rubio (R-FL), Rand Paul (R-KY), Rob 
Portman (R-OH), Cory Booker (D-NJ), Sherrod Brown (D-OH) and Kamala Harris (D-
CA).  

 

COMPETES science policy reauthorization enacted  
Congress completed action in late December on a compromise bill to update the 
America COMPETES legislation covering U.S. science policy at NSF, NOAA, NIST, and 
for STEM programs. The American Innovation and Competitiveness Act, S.3084, was 
developed over the past year by the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and 
Transportation, with Ranking Member Senator Bill Nelson of Florida helping to manage 
the bill’s evolution and cosponsoring it.  

Unlike the House version which proposed changes to grant review, the final bill 
reaffirms the current NSF merit review process and states: 

http://www.lis.gov/cgi-lis/query/z?c115:S.RES.11:
https://www.scott.senate.gov/press-release/scott-introduces-bipartisan-resolution-best-hiring-practices


“It is the sense of Congress that the Foundation’s intellectual merit and broader impacts 
criteria are appropriate for evaluating grant proposals, as concluded by the 2011 
National Science Board Task Force on Merit Review; … The Foundation shall maintain 
the intellectual merit and broader impacts criteria, among other specific criteria as 
appropriate, as the basis for evaluating grant proposals in the merit review process.” 
The bill also supports scientific conference attendance by federal scientists in an effort 
to reverse recent restrictions to such travel. It also creates an interagency working 
group to look for ways to reduce administrative and regulatory burdens. Among the 
tasks assigned to the workgroup are developing a standard federal grant application 
format and a centralized investigator database containing bio sketches, CVs, licenses, 
and publications.  
Among the bill’s highlights: 
- Peer review – Reaffirms the NSF’s merit-based peer review process for determining 
grants. 
- Broadening research opportunities – Updates and renames NSF’s Experimental 
Program to Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCoR) for underutilized regions to 
reflect its established record. 
- Cybersecurity research – Directs research to help better protect computer systems 
from cyber threats. 
- Transparency and accountability – Codifies reforms to increase transparency and 
accountability in the National Science Foundation (NSF) grant making process. 
- Oversight implementation – Requires NSF to address concerns about waste and 
abuse by improving oversight of large research facility construction, updates a conflicts 
of interest policy, and reforms management of the Antarctic research program.  
- Interagency working group – Establishes an Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) and OSTP-led interagency working group to reduce administrative burdens on 
federally-funded researchers. 
- BRAIN Initiative -- Directs NSF to work in conjunction with the Interagency Working 
Group on Neurotechnologies to support research activities related to the interagency 
Brain Research through Advancing Innovative Neurotechnologies Initiative. 
- Obsolete reporting requirements – Repeals obsolete federal agency reporting 
requirements as well as previous authorizations for programs that have not been 
implemented. 
- Outside advisory panel – Authorizes a STEM education advisory panel of outside 
experts to help guide federal STEM education program decision making. 
- Expands opportunities for women and underrepresented minorities – Expands 
NSF grant programs to increase participation and expand STEM opportunities to 
women and other under-represented groups. 
- Crowdsourcing Science – Expands opportunities for crowdsourcing research input 
and citizen science participation by organizations and individuals. 
- Promoting entrepreneurship – Authorizes and expands NSF’s Innovation Corps 
program to other agencies to promote entrepreneurship and commercialization 
education, training, and mentoring of federally-funded researchers. 
- Commercialization grants – Authorizes and expands grants to promote the 
commercialization of federally-funded research. 



- Prize authority: Gives federal agencies more flexibility in designing and conducting 
prize competitions 
- Translational research grants: Directs NSF to continue awarding competitive grants 
to support commercialization of federally-funded research and defines the types of 
institutions eligible for such grants, including nonprofit tech transfer organizations. 
- Optics and photonics: States that federal science agencies, industry, and academia 
should enhance coordination of optics and photonics research 

 

House passes weather forecasting bill with Rubio provisions included  
The Weather Research and Forecasting Innovation Act (H.R.353) was passed by the 
House January 9 including provisions from Senator Marco Rubio’s Hurricane Forecast 
Improvement Act. The legislation aims to improve the accuracy and productivity of 
weather forecasts and research to protect life and property and ensure the 
enhancement of the national economy. The bill now moves to the Senate. 

Under the bill, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration would be required 
to evaluate its current observational system and materials so that weather research can 
be better prioritized and improved. By making the technological changes that are found 
necessary by their evaluations, sponsors intend that more accurate information 
regarding tornado and, under the Hurricane Forecast Improvement Act, hurricane 
forecasts and warnings will be obtained.  

In addition, NOAA’s Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR) will be 
expected to create competitive grants, contracts, and cooperative agreements available 
to the non-federal weather research community. OAR’s weather and air chemistry 
research program and a joint technology transfer initiative will be authorized in the 
legislation through FY2017. The OAR will also have to undertake Observing System 
Stimulation Experiments (OSSE) before acquiring new operational observing systems 
with lifecycle costs of more than $500 million. These OSSE experiments would serve to 
assess the value of data gathered from various collection methods.  

The Weather Research and Forecasting Innovation Act strongly encourages 
government agency agreements with the private sector. NOAA will be expected to enter 
into at least one pilot contract with a private sector entity for space-based weather data. 
The federal government will be allowed to purchase weather data through commercial 
providers, given the Department of Commerce’s creation of a multiyear agreement 
strategy. 

Read the H.R.353 here: https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/353 

 

‘Common Rule’ issued covering human subjects research  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/353


A final regulation, colloquially known as the “Common Rule,” was published January 18 
by the Department of Health and Human Services and fifteen other agencies (including 
the Department of Agriculture, the Defense Department, and the Homeland Security 
Department.) The rule updates regulations which protect individuals who participate in 
research.  

The Common Rule has been in place since 1991, drafted at a time when research was 
predominantly conducted at universities or medical institutions.  In the following twenty-
five years, however, transformative changes to the mechanisms of how research is 
conducted and recorded have required that the agencies reexamine their protections for 
individuals participating in research. It is unknown currently if Congress will attempt to 
repeal the regulation under the provisions of the Congressional Review Act. 

The proposed rule, released in September, received over 2,100 comments from 
interested stakeholders.  As a result, the final rule includes significant changes from the 
proposed rule, including the removal of a controversial provision which sought to require 
that researchers obtain consent prior to using a study participant’s non-identified 
biospecimens.  However, to comply with the final rule, consent forms will now be 
required to include key information at the beginning of the document.  This information 
will include details that are most relevant to study participants, like the research 
purpose, its risks and benefits, and potential alternative treatments which could be 
beneficial to the prospective subject. 

Other key provisions in the final rule include the requirement for a single Institutional 
Review Board across multi-institutions, though with more exceptions than in the 
proposed rule; the opportunity for broad categories of exemptions based on the level of 
risk they pose to study participants; and a requirement that consent forms for federally 
funded trials are accessible on a public website. To read the final rule, click here. 

 

VA exempts healthcare workers from Trump federal hiring freeze 
The acting secretary of the Department of Veterans Affairs issued a memo January 27 
exempting health care professionals and others from President Trump’s federal hiring 
freeze. 

The guidance from Acting Secretary Robert Snyder invoked a clause in the order 
allowing exemptions when needed to “meet national security or public safety 
responsibilities.” He described three major categories of employees who will be exempt: 

• Healthcare positions, including mental health clinicians, social workers and 
physical therapists. Snyder said these "provide direct patient care, without which 
the safety and welfare of Veterans would be at stake." Without the exemption, 
more than 600 full time students applying for yearlong pre-doctoral VA 
internships were at risk. 

• Staff needed to proceed with construction and lease projects for VA facilities in 
numerous states, including Florida. 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/01/19/2017-01058/federal-policy-for-the-protection-of-human-subjects


• Positions at the National Cemetery Administration needed to assist with burials of 
veterans and their family members. 

 

State government R&D spending increased in 2015; Florida among 
leaders 
State government research and development expenditures for the fiscal year 2015 
totaled $2.2 billion, a 16.9 % increase, according to a new report by the NSF’s National 
Center for Science and Engineering Statistics. Five state governments (California, New 
York, Florida, Texas, and Ohio) accounted for 61% of all state government R&D in FY 
2015. Florida reported a total expenditure across agencies of $191.6 million. 

According to the NSF’s report, 78% of this spending came from state governments and 
non-federal sources ($1.716 billion), while about 22% came from the federal 
government (about $484 million).  

Florida was included many times in lists of large investors of R&D in a specific category. 
Health-related research and development yielded 43% of total state expenditures, to 
which Florida contributed $103 million. The Florida state government also allocated $86 
million in academic institutions, which, combined with Texas, California, New York, and 
Pennsylvania, amounted to 57% of state expenditures in the category. Florida was also 
the second largest contributor of spending on agricultural research and development, 
investing $19 million. Additionally, along with California, Texas, Virginia, and Minnesota, 
Florida contributed to 38% of transportation expenditures.  

Read the full article by clicking here. 

 

Florida Senators introduce bill on citrus greening 
Florida Senators Bill Nelson and Marco Rubio introduced legislation January 9 designed 
to help replanting of citrus trees lost to greening disease. 

The Emergency Citrus Disease Response Act (S.71) was referred to the Committee on 
Finance.  

The bill would amend the Internal Revenue Code to “allow a full deduction in the current 
taxable year of the cost of replanting lost or damaged citrus plants,” given the taxpayer 
owns 50% or more equity interest. If passed, the bill will extend the policy for ten years.  

In a meeting with Gulf Citrus Growers Association in late January, Sen. Rubio reiterated 
the importance of research funding for mitigating and eradicating citrus greening. He 
said he hopes that the tax break in S. 71 would allow citrus farmers to reinvest money in 
replanting more citrus plants.  To read S.71, click here.   

 

https://www.nsf.gov/statistics/2017/nsf17308/#chp1
https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/s71/BILLS-115s71is.pdf


 
 
 
Highlights of competitive grant opportunities at federal agencies 
 
Agency: Department of Education 
Program: Office of Elementary and Secondary Education (OESE): College 

Assistance Migrant Program (CAMP)  
Description: The purpose of CAMP is to provide academic and financial support to help 

migrant and seasonal farmworkers and members of their immediate family 
complete their first year of college and continue in postsecondary 
education.  

Due Date: 3/10/2017 

Funding: $4,537,279 
Awards: 11 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view- opportunity.html?oppId=291132  

 

Agency: Department of Education 
Program: Office of Postsecondary Education (OPE): Fulbright-Hays Doctoral 

Dissertation Research Abroad Fellowship  
Description: The Fulbright-Hays DDRA Fellowship Program provides opportunities to 

doctoral candidates to engage in full-time dissertation research abroad in 
modern foreign languages and area studies. The program is designed to 
contribute to the development and improvement of the study of modern 
foreign languages and area studies in the United States.  

Due Date: 3/14/2017 

Funding: $3,477,151 
Awards: 98 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view- opportunity.html?oppId=291186  

 

Agency: Department of Education 
Program: OSERS: OSEP: Interdisciplinary  Preparation in Special Education, Early 

Intervention, and Related  Services for Personnel Serving Children With 
Disabilities Who Have  High-Intensity Needs  

http://www.grants.gov/view-%20opportunity.html?oppId=291132%20
http://www.grants.gov/view-%20opportunity.html?oppId=291186


Description: The purposes of this program are to (1) help address State-identified 
needs for personnel preparation in special education, early intervention, 
related services, and regular education to work with children, including 
infants and toddlers, with disabilities; and (2) ensure that those personnel 
have the necessary skills and knowledge, derived from practices that have 
been determined through scientifically based research and experience, to 
be successful in serving those children.  

Due Date: 3/6/2017 

Funding: $9,000,000 
Awards: 36 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view- opportunity.html?oppId=291013 

 

Agency: Department of Energy 
Advanced Research Projects Agency Energy 

Program: Creating Innovative and Reliable Circuits Using Inventive Topologies and 
Semi Conductors (CIRCUITS) 

Description: The purpose of this Modification is to revise the due date for Concept 
Paper submission to February 21, 2017.  

Due Date: 2/21/2017 

Funding: $20,000,000 
Awards: 12 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view- opportunity.html?oppId=291152 

 

Agency: Department of Energy 
Advanced Research Projects Agency Energy 

Program: MACROALGAE RESEARCH INSPIRING NOVEL ENERGY 
RESOURCES (MARINER) 

Description: The United States has the world’s largest marine Exclusive Economic 
Zone, an area of ocean along the nation’s coast lines which is equivalent 
to the total land area of all 50 states. The nation has the potential to utilize 
this resource to build and grow a thriving marine biomass industry for the 
production of fuels, chemicals, feed, and food. Growing macroalgal 
biomass in the oceans offers a unique opportunity to sidestep many of the 
challenges associated with terrestrial biomass production systems, 
particularly the growing competition for land and freshwater resources, 
which are likely to result from the 50 to 100% increase in demand for food 
expected for 2050. The overall goal of this program is to develop the 
critical tools that will allow the nascent macroalgae industry in the United 

http://www.grants.gov/view-%20opportunity.html?oppId=291013
http://www.grants.gov/view-%20opportunity.html?oppId=291152


States to leverage this tremendous resource and grow into a world leader 
in the production of marine biomass. The program will focus on developing 
advanced cultivation technologies that enable the cost and energy efficient 
production of macroalgal biomass in the ocean at a scale suitable as 
feedstock for the production of fuels and chemicals. The challenge is to 
dramatically reduce capital and operating cost of macroalgae cultivation, 
while significantly increasing the range of deployment by expanding into 
more exposed, off-shore environments. Specifically, this program is 
interested in new designs and approaches to macroalgae cultivation, with 
harvesting and transport being an integral part of such systems. These 
new systems may leverage new material and engineering solutions, and 
autonomous and robotic operations, as well as advanced sensing and 
monitoring capabilities. To further accelerate the development and 
deployment of such systems, the program will also focus on the 
development of computational modeling tools and ocean- deployable 
sensor platforms, as well as advanced macroalgal breeding tools. ARPA-E 
expects that the MARINER program will support development of 
technologies that will accelerate the deployment of advanced ocean 
farming systems capable of delivering renewable biomass feedstock at a 
cost competitive with terrestrial biomass feedstocks. 

Due Date: 2/14/2017 

Funding: $25,000,000 
Awards: 11 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view- opportunity.html?oppId=290781 

 

Agency: Department of Energy 
Golden Field Office 

Program: Advanced Manufacturing Projects for Emerging Research Exploration 
Description: To enhance the responsiveness of the roadmap approach, EERE is 

issuing Funding Opportunity Announcements within its existing Offices 
and programs to support innovative technologies and solutions that could 
help meet existing goals but are not represented in a significant way in the 
Offices' existing Multi-Year Program Plans (MYPPs) or current portfolios. 
These FOAs and resulting projects will allow EERE to assess new 
technologies for their potential to be “on ramped” to future MYPPs, and 
encourage contributions from new partners. Successful projects will 
reduce the risk associated with potential breakthrough approaches and 
technologies so that they can be viable candidates for inclusion in future 
program roadmaps. This funding opportunity addresses three topic areas 
from the Advanced Manufacturing Office (AMO). Each topic area consists 
of multiple subtopics. DOE intends to fund the applications with the 
greatest chance of helping achieve the goals and mission of EERE. EERE 

http://www.grants.gov/view-%20opportunity.html?oppId=290781


may award an entire application or any part of an application at a funding 
level that will be negotiated with the applicant. The topic areas are: Topic 
Area 1: Advanced Materials. The Advanced Materials Topic Area focuses 
on advances in innovative materials and the devices and systems that 
incorporate them for energy-saving opportunities and improved 
functionality. Topic Area 2: Advanced Processes. The Advanced 
Processes Topic Area focuses on advancing transformational next-
generation processes and technologies not bound by limitations of current 
processes. Topic Area 3: Modeling and Analysis Tools for Materials and 
Manufacturing. The Modeling and Analysis Tools for Materials and 
Manufacturing Topic Area focuses on optimization of energy and materials 
usage across the lifecycle of manufactured products through the use of 
information technology. The Applicants’ technologies may be at different 
levels of maturity; proposed funding levels and project durations should be 
commensurate with the work scope necessary to advance the technology 
to the proposed readiness level. Applications to this FOA will be accepted 
in the following categories: Tier 1 (Concept Definition, expected TRL 2-3): 
DOE Federal Funding Share Range of $250,000 - $1,000,000. The project 
would conduct early stage research needed to explore and define 
technical concepts.  

Due Date: 3/30/2017 

Funding: $35,000,000 
Awards: 40 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view- opportunity.html?oppId=290880 

 

Agency: Department of Energy 
Golden Field Office 

Program: Extending Industrial Assessment Centers to Underserved Areas 
Description: The Industrial Assessment Center (IAC) program is a manufacturing 

efficiency and workforce development initiative of the Advanced 
Manufacturing Office (AMO) based in the engineering departments of 
colleges nationwide. IACs conduct assessments and provide site-specific 
recommendations to small & medium size manufacturers on opportunities 
to improve productivity, reduce waste and save energy. The program also 
provides engineering students with critical hands-on experience in energy 
engineering and energy management. Extension IACs are intended to 
provide better national coverage by further expanding the geographic 
coverage of the IAC program to areas that are unlikely to be adequately 
serviced because of their distance from the 28 existing IACs. For a list and 
map of the 28 IACs, visit: https://iac.university. EERE has identified six 
geographic gaps in national coverage that have been designated as 
“underserved” and are listed in Section III, Eligibility Information, of this 

http://www.grants.gov/view-%20opportunity.html?oppId=290880


FOA. For this FOA, EERE is only interested in receiving applications from 
colleges physically located within one of the six underserved areas to 
provide IAC services in the same underserved area. The full Funding 
Opportunity Announcement is posted on the EERE Exchange website at 
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov. Applications must be submitted through 
the EERE Exchange website to be considered for award. The applicant 
must first register and create an account on the EERE Exchange website. 
The Users' guide for applying to Department of Energy, Energy Efficiency 
and Renewable Energy’s Funding Opportunity Announcements through 
the Exchange website can be found at https://eere-
exchange.energy.gov/Manuals.aspx. Information on where to submit 
questions regarding the content of the announcement and where to submit 
questions regarding submission of applications is found in the full FOA 
posted on the EERE Exchange website. The Exchange system is 
currently designed to enforce hard deadlines for Full Application 
submissions.  

Due Date: 3/14/2017 

Funding: $4,080,000 
Awards: 6 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view opportunity.html?oppId=291182 

 

Agency: Department of Energy 
Golden Field Office 

Program: Innovative Pathways 
Description: This FOA will continue Tech-to-Market's work advancing U.S. innovation 

and competitiveness in an evolving energy sector. The Tech-to-Market 
Innovative Pathways FOA seeks to surface new testable and scalable 
ways to alleviate common structural challenges facing promising new 
energy technologies on the pathway to market. The FOA calls for 
proposals under two topic areas: (1) Technical Community and Industry 
Collaboration, and (2) Lowering Barriers to Resource Access. The two 
highlighted areas of interest for this FOA are Models for industry-startup 
partnerships under Topic 1, and New investment models under Topic 2. 
EERE’s intent is to pilot and evaluate new mechanisms, and position 
those that are successful for adoption by the private sector. These 
mechanisms are intended to augment existing Tech-to-Market efforts 
currently supported.  

Due Date: 2/15/2017 

Funding: $4,200,000 
Awards: 7 

http://www.grants.gov/view%20opportunity.html?oppId=291182


Website: http://www.grants.gov/view- opportunity.html?oppId=290826 

 

Agency: Department of Energy 
Golden Field Office 

Program: Marine and Hydrokinetic Technology Development and Advancement 
Description: The purpose of this modification is to inform potential applicants that 

Modification 0001 to this FOA has been posted to EERE Exchange. This 
Funding Opportunity Announcement is soliciting applications that support 
research, testing, and development of innovative technologies capable of 
generating renewable, environmentally responsible and cost-effective 
electricity from U.S. water resources. These include marine and 
hydrokinetic (MHK) technologies that harness the energy from waves and 
ocean/tidal/river currents. The MHK sub-program of the Water Power 
Technologies Office has the opportunity to focus on the technologies that 
can be deployed in early-adopter markets (i.e., wave and current 
resources with high energy costs) in the near-term while supporting next 
generation technologies that have the potential to be cost competitive with 
other energy generation technologies in large utility scale markets in the 
longer term. This Funding Opportunity Announcement targets 
technologies aiming for economic competitiveness in either early-adopter 
or large utility scale markets. This FOA will solicit applications that 
propose projects supporting MHK research and development projects in 
two Topic Areas: Topic Area 1 “Wave Energy Converters System 
Advancement” will focus on advancing the design of wave energy 
converters from prototypes to full systems. Topic Area 2 “Open Topic – 
MHK Technology Development” seeks to develop innovative technologies 
that have the potential to significantly advance MHK technologies and the 
state of the MHK industry. Submission Deadline for Concept Papers: 
1/17/2017 Submission Deadline for Applications: 3/1/2017 

Due Date: 3/1/2017 

Funding: $14,000,000 
Awards: 6 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view- opportunity.html?oppId=290670 

 

Agency: Department of Energy 
National Energy Technology Laboratory 

Program: Fiscal Year 2017 Vehicle Technologies Program Wide Funding 
Opportunity Announcement 

Description: Amendment 000001 to DE-FOA-0001629. This Funding Opportunity 
Announcement (FOA) supports the Energy Efficiency and Renewable 

http://www.grants.gov/view-%20opportunity.html?oppId=290826
http://www.grants.gov/view-%20opportunity.html?oppId=290670


Energy 2016-2020 Strategic Plan and Implementation Framework Goal 1 
to accelerate the development and adoption of sustainable transportation 
technologies. In addition, this FOA seeks highly-innovative, highly-
leveraged, and scalable smart mobility projects that focus on 
transportation system-level opportunities to significantly increase the 
energy efficiency of goods and or people movement. This FOA contains 
four Areas of Interest and focuses on the research and development of 
advanced battery technologies, lightweight materials technologies, 
advanced emissions control technology, and innovative technologies for 
energy efficient mobility. Information on where to submit questions 
regarding the content of the announcement and where to submit questions 
regarding submission of applications is found in the full FOA posted on the 
EERE Exchange website. 

Due Date: 3/24/2017 

Funding: $24,600,000 
Awards: 30 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view- opportunity.html?oppId=290715 

 

Agency: Department of Energy 
Office of Science 

Program: Subsurface Biogeochemical Research 
Description: This FOA is seeking applications for research in Subsurface 

Biogeochemical Research (SBR). The mission of the Climate and 
Environmental Sciences Division (CESD) within BER is to advance a 
robust predictive understanding of Earth’s climate and environmental 
systems and to inform the development of sustainable solutions to the 
Nation’s energy and environmental challenges. 

Due Date: 4/5/2017 

Funding: $4,000,000 
Awards: 20 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=290915 

 

Agency: Department of State 
International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affair 

Program: INL REDS Colombia - Colombia Social Inclusion and Civil Society 
Engagement for Survivors of Armed Conflict, Landmines, and IEDs 

Description: INL is part of the Department of State’s multi-faceted response to 
transnational criminal activity. Dedicated to strengthening criminal justice 

http://www.grants.gov/view-%20opportunity.html?oppId=290715
http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=290915


systems, countering the flow of illegal narcotics, and minimizing 
transnational crime, INL plays a key role in leading the development and 
synchronization of U.S. international drug and crime assistance. INL 
Bogota’s Rural Engagement, Development, and Security (REDS) program 
seeks to expand the reach and availability of civil society social inclusion 
programs for survivors of landmines and IEDs and other vulnerable 
populations, and to promote civil society engagement with historically 
disadvantaged and vulnerable communities. To further progress in these 
areas, INL Bogota has allocated $200,000 U.S. Dollars to identify and 
support programs that will advance these REDS goals. 

Due Date: 2/27/2017 

Funding: $200,000 
Awards: 2 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view- opportunity.html?oppId=290974 

 

Agency: Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Land Management 

Program: BLM-CO University/College Partnership on Public Lands 
Description: The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has been working with university 

and college partners on mutually beneficial projects on public lands for 
many years. BLM Colorado provides conservation and natural resource 
management opportunities by engaging university/college partners to 
perform a variety of recreational projects and activities on public lands. In 
particular, the Grand Junction Field Office of the BLM seeks a university or 
college partner for the purpose of conducting conservation and recreation 
management projects, to include, but not limited to, creating travel 
management plans, promoting safe recreational use, and offering or 
enhancing visitor services. This project will allow the university/college 
students to work alongside of BLM staff to implement and coordinate 
recreation resource management projects within the Grand Junction Field 
Office, with specific emphasis on National Conservation Areas (NCA) of 
McInnis Canyons and Dominguez-Escalante. Research and project 
opportunities may include all fields necessary to support the management 
of public lands and are also available during the school term as well as 
summer months. Through this Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA), 
BLM CO seeks to engage the university/college partner to perform a 
variety of research, natural resources management, and conservation-
related activities on public lands. This FOA is being released prior to the 
passage of a Consolidated Appropriations Act for FY 2017 by Congress. 
Enactment of additional Continuing Resolutions or an Appropriations Act 
may affect the availability and/or level of funding for this program. 

Due Date: 3/13/2017 

http://www.grants.gov/view-%20opportunity.html?oppId=290974


Funding: $350,000 
Awards: 1 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view- opportunity.html?oppId=291002 

 

Agency: Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 

Program: North American Wetlands Conservation Act 2018 U.S. Standard Grants 
Description: The U.S. Standard Grants Program is a competitive, matching grants 

program that supports public-private partnerships carrying out projects in 
the United States that further the goals of the North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act. These projects must involve only long-term protection, 
restoration, enhancement and/or establishment of wetlands and 
associated uplands habitats for the benefit of all wetlands-associated 
migratory birds. A 1:1 match is required. Research funding is ineligible. 
For more information about NAWCA, visit 
http://www.fws.gov/birds/grants/north-american-wetland-conservation-
act/standard-grants.php 

Due Date: 2/24/2017 

Funding: $50,000,000 
Awards: 50 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view- opportunity.html?oppId=290888 

 

Agency: Health and Human Services 
Administration for Community Living 

Program: Disability and Rehabilitation Research Projects (DRRP) Program: Using 
Robotics and Automation to Improve Accessible Transportation Options 
for Individuals with Disabilities 

Description: The purpose of NIDILRR’s DRRPs, which are funded through the 
Disability and Rehabilitation Research Projects and Centers Program, is to 
improve the effectiveness of services authorized under the Rehabilitation 
Act by generating new knowledge or developing methods, procedures, 
and rehabilitation technologies that advance a wide range of independent 
living and employment outcomes for individuals with disabilities, especially 
individuals with the most significant disabilities. The purpose of this DRRP 
is (a) to advance the application of automation and a robotics to enhance 
accessible transportation for travelers with disabilities and (b) to improve 
opportunities for a seamless travel chain that meets the diverse needs of 
travelers with disabilities, including but not limited to mobility, vision, 
hearing and cognitive disabilities. 

http://www.grants.gov/view-%20opportunity.html?oppId=291002
http://www.grants.gov/view-%20opportunity.html?oppId=290888


Due Date: 3/21/2017 

Funding: $500,000 
Awards: 1 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view- opportunity.html?oppId=290866 

 

Agency: Health and Human Services 
Administration for Community Living 

Program: Empowering Older Adults and Adults with Disabilities through Chronic 
Disease Self-Management Education Programs Financed Solely by 2017 
Prevention and Public Health Funds (PPHF-2017) 

Description: The Administration on Aging (AoA) within the Administration for 
Community Living (ACL), U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) forecasts the possible availability of Fiscal Year (FY) 2017 funds to 
make three-year grants to approximately 6-8 entities to bring to scale and 
sustain evidence-based programs that empower older adults and adults 
with disabilities to better manage their chronic conditions. Goal 1: 
Significantly increase the number of older adults and adults with 
disabilities who participate in evidence-based self-management programs 
to empower them to better manage their chronic conditions; and Goal 2: 
Implement innovative funding arrangements (e.g. contracts with integrated 
health care systems) to support the CDSME programs beyond the grant 
period, while embedding the programs into an integrated, sustainable 
evidence-based prevention program network. 

Due Date: 2/22/17 

Funding: $6,413,619 
Awards: 8 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view- opportunity.html?oppId=290899 

 

Agency: Health and Human Services 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention - ERA 

Program: Coordinating Center for Research to Promote the Health of Children with 
Birth Defects and People with Developmental and Other Disabilities 

Description: The purpose of this cooperative agreement award is to develop a central 
NCBDDD Coordinating Center to actively outreach and establish 
innovative partnerships with academic and other researchers to expand 
upon the scientific knowledge to promote the health and well-being of 
babies, children, and adults by studying and addressing the causes of 
birth defects; help children reach their potential by understanding 

http://www.grants.gov/view-%20opportunity.html?oppId=290866
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developmental disabilities; reduce complications of blood disorders; and 
improve the health of people living with disabilities.The purpose of this 
program is to strengthen the nation's capacity to carry out public health 
research in the areas of birth defects; developmental disabilities; 
complications of hereditary blood disorders; and improving the health of 
people living with disabilities across the lifespan. The activities will vary 
over the years of the award depending on funding, but the overall 
objective are for one awardee to:Establish a coordinating center for 
research;Advance evidence-based practices and policies that promote the 
health and well-being of the populations served by NCBDDD;Conduct 
research in support of NCBDDD priorities;Communicate and disseminate 
information with and for stakeholders and other audiences; andEvaluate 
and report on progress and findings. 

Due Date: 2/22/2017 

Funding: $15,025,000 
Awards: 1 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view- opportunity.html?oppId=290107 

 

Agency: Health and Human Services 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention - ERA 

Program: Identify and Characterize Potential Environmental Risk Factors for 
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) and Evaluate Their Impact on ALS 
Disease Incidence and Progression 

Description: The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry is soliciting 
investigator-initiated research that will identify and characterize 
environmental toxicants in human biological samples that may be potential 
environmental risk factors for Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS). 
Applications are also sought that will evaluate the impact of environmental 
toxicants on the development and progression of ALS, including gene-
environment interactions. Information gleaned from this investigator-
initiated research will provide a greater understanding of the possible link 
between exposures to environmental toxicants and the etiology of ALS. 

Due Date: 2/23/17 

Funding: $7,500,000 
Awards: 5 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view- opportunity.html?oppId=290895 

 

Agency: Health and Human Services 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention - ERA 

http://www.grants.gov/view-%20opportunity.html?oppId=290107
http://www.grants.gov/view-%20opportunity.html?oppId=290895


Program: Validation of survey questions to distinguish type 1 and type 2 diabetes 
among adults with diabetes 

Description: Most survey-based prevalence estimates of type 1 diabetes among adults 
have been based on self-reported information about a young age at 
diagnosis (e.g., &lt;30 years and &lt;40 years) and insulin use within a 
year of diagnosis. However, this estimation approach misses type 1 
diabetes in adults with older age of onset and may misclassify some cases 
of type 2 diabetes as type 1 if insulin use begins soon after diagnosis. The 
major goal of this project is to evaluate the validity of survey questions (or 
algorithms based on them) to distinguish between adults (aged &ge;18 
years of age) with type 1 and type 2 diabetes in a representative sample 
of adult diabetic patients in a diabetes patient registry or database. Using 
a gold standard, validity will be assessed by examining the sensitivity, 
specificity, and positive predictive value of algorithms to identify type of 
diabetes across demographic strata such as age, sex, and race. A 
secondary goal is to validate definitions of type of diabetes using 
electronic health records. 

Due Date: 2/21/2017 

Funding: $1,000,000 
Awards: 1 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=288978 

 

Agency: Health and Human Services 
Centers for Disease Control - NCHHSTP 

Program: Telemedicine to Improve HIV Care among Minority Persons Living with 
HIV in Urban Areas 

Description: This demonstration project will tailor an existing telemedicine program for 
racial and ethnic minority PLWH in urban areas with increased HIV 
burden, to improve servicedelivery and retention in care. The tailored 
telemedicine program will increase efficiency of care delivery and 
accessibility to care and case management services by reducing barriers 
associated with retention. 

Due Date: 4/10/17 

Funding: $3,000,000 
Awards: 2 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291242 

 

http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=288978
http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291242


Agency: Health and Human Services 
Centers for Disease Control - NCHS 

Program: State Vital Statistics Improvement Program 
Description: The award ceiling in the first 12 months for this FOA is $694,500. CDC will 

consider any application requesting an award higher than this amount as 
nonresponsive and it will receive no further review. In addition, if any of 
the required documents listed below are missing, the application will be 
deemed nonresponsive and will receive no further review. These required 
documents include: table of contents, project abstract, project narrative 
(including work plan), budget narrative, copy of indirect cost-rate 
agreement and evaluation/performance management plan and a letter of 
support written on behalf of the 57 jurisdictions&rsquo; vital statistics 
offices. The letter of support must include the following information or the 
application will be considered nonresponsive: confirmation that the 
applicant has established relationships with all 57 jurisdiction vital 
statistics offices, including experience in a) development and support of 
vital statistics standards and best practices; b) training and technical 
assistance to jurisdictions in all aspects of vital records and vital statistics 
operations, statistics and electronic systems; c) convening vital statistics 
offices to advance vital statistics initiatives; d) developing, testing and 
promoting vital statistics accreditation standards; and e) established 
communication mechanisms with all 57 vital statistics offices. 

Due Date: 5/22/17 

Funding: $3,472,500 
Awards: 1 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291278 

 

Agency: Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Canine Immunotherapy Trials and Correlative Studies (U01) 
Description: This Funding Opportunity Announcement will support canine clinical 

studies using immunotherapeutic agents and novel drug combinations 
(such as immune modulators, molecular targeted agents, chemotherapy, 
and/or radiation) together with laboratory correlative studies that seek to 
describe characterize and understand the cellular and molecular 
mechanisms that determine the anti-tumor response (or non-response) in 
dogs with spontaneous tumors. The FOA will support a network of 
laboratories and canine clinical trial sites. A companion funding 
opportunity (see U24 funding opportunity RFA-CA-17-002) will support a 
coordinating center that will aid in the development, standardization, and 

http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291278


conduct of the clinical and laboratory studies as well as data management 
across the funded U01 sites. 

Due Date: 3/7/2017 

Funding: $2,500,000 
Awards: 5 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=290756 

 

Agency: Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Consortium for Pancreatic Ductal Adenocarcinoma (PDAC) Translational 
Studies on the Tumor Microenvironment (U01) 

Description: The purpose of this funding opportunity announcement (FOA) is to 
stimulate research in the area of PDAC microenvironment with the 
ultimate goal of understanding the interaction between tumors and the 
microenvironment. The plan is to design new immunotherapy and 
combination interventions that would accommodate and build on the 
distinct characteristics of this interaction. It is expected that the 
interventions will lead to improved responses in pre-clinical models and 
clinical evaluation either in NCI-based early phase networks (ETCTN), or 
by industry or cancer centers. 

Due Date: 3/7/2017 

Funding: $2,500,000 
Awards: 5 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=290730 

 

Agency: Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Developmental Centers for Interdisciplinary Research in Benign Urology 
(P20) 

Description: The purpose of this Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) is to seek 
applications for the Developmental Centers for Interdisciplinary Research 
in Benign Urology Program (P20). The intent of this Program is to further 
advance research in benign urology by building research teams and 
facilitating resources generation and sharing. The research teams should 
be composed of individuals with complementary expertise who propose to 
either develop innovative resources (Resource Development Projects) or 
new research projects (Scientific Research Projects) that utilize integrative 
approaches to address questions relevant to benign urological diseases or 

http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=290756
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disorders. Resources developed by the Resource Development Projects 
will be shared upon validation while resources developed within the 
Scientific Research Projects will be shared at the end or termination of the 
award, as appropriate and consistent with the program goal of further 
advancing research. Each Developmental Center is centered on a single 
Project and must contain an Administrative Core and an Educational 
Enrichment Program. As part of the efforts of the Division of Kidney, 
Urologic and Hematologic Diseases (DKUH) to expand and enhance 
benign urology research, the Developmental Centers Program will work in 
partnership with the George M. OBrien Urology Cooperative Research 
Centers Program (U54) and the Multidisciplinary K12 Urologic Research 
(KURe) Career Development Program. 

Due Date: 3/7/2017 

Funding: $1,000,000 
Awards: 2 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=290721 

 

Agency: Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Research on the Health of Women of Underrepresented, Understudied 
and Underreported (U3) Populations  An ORWH FY17 Administrative 
Supplement (Admin Supp) 

Description: The Office of Research on Womens Health (ORWH) announces the 
availability of administrative supplements to support research highlighting 
the impact of sex/gender influences at the intersection of race/ethnicity 
and other social determinants in human health and illness, including 
preclinical, clinical and behavioral studies. The purpose of this FOA is to 
provide Administrative Supplements to active NIH parent grants for one 
year to address health disparities among women of populations in the US 
who are underrepresented, understudied and/or underreported in 
biomedical research. 

Due Date: 3/6/2017 

Funding: $1,000,000 
Awards: 10 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291027 

 

Agency: Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=290721
http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291027


Program: Resource Center for the Consortium for Pancreatic Ductal 
Adenocarcinoma (PDAC) Translational Studies (U24) 

Description: This funding opportunity announcement (FOA) invites applications to 
establish a Resource Center (RC) for the Consortium for Pancreatic 
Ductal Adenocarcinoma (PDAC) Translational Studies on the Tumor 
Microenvironment (Consortium) that has the ultimate goal to design new 
immunotherapy and combination interventions in PDAC. 

Due Date: 3/7/2017 

Funding: $500,000 
Awards: 1 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=290771 

 

Agency: National Science Foundation 
Program: Algorithms for Modern Power Systems  (AMPS) 
Description: The Algorithms for Modern Power Systems (AMPS) program will support 

research projects to develop the next generation of mathematical and 
statistical algorithms for improvement of the security, reliability, and 
efficiency of the modern power grid. The program is a partnership 
between the Division of Mathematical Sciences (DMS) at the National 
Science Foundation (NSF) and the Office of Electricity Delivery & Energy 
Reliability (OE) at the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE). 

Due Date: 2/13/17 

Funding: $1,200,000 
Awards: 4-10 

Website: https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2017/nsf17521/nsf17521.htm 

 

Agency: National Science Foundation 
Program: Biological Oceanography 
Description: The Biological Oceanography Program supports research in marine 

ecology broadly defined: relationships among aquatic organisms and their 
interactions with the environments of the oceans or Great Lakes. Projects 
submitted to the program for consideration are often interdisciplinary 
efforts that may include participation by other OCE Programs.   

Due Date: 2/15/17 

Funding: N/A 
Awards: N/A 

http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=290771
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2017/nsf17521/nsf17521.htm


Website: https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/progdesc/1998/geo/1650.htm 

 
Agency: National Science Foundation 
Program: Building Community and Capacity in Data Intensive Research in 

Education 
Description: As part of NSF's Cyberinfrastructure Framework for 21st Century Science 

and Engineering (CIF21) activity, the Directorate for Education and 
Human Resources (EHR) seeks to enable research communities to 
develop visions, teams, and capabilities dedicated to creating new, large-
scale, next-generation data resources and relevant analytic techniques to 
advance fundamental research for areas of research covered by EHR 
programs. Successful proposals will outline activities that will have 
significant impacts across multiple fields by enabling new types of data-
intensive research. Investigators should think broadly and create a vision 
that extends intellectually across multiple disciplines and that 
includes&mdash;but is not necessarily limited to - areas of research 
funded by EHR. 

Due Date: 3/15/2017 

Funding: $2,500,000 
Awards: N/A 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=290727 

 

Agency: National Science Foundation 
Program: Centers of Research Excellence in Science and Technology (CREST) and 

HBCU Research Infrastructure for Science and Engineering (RISE) 
Description: The Centers of Research Excellence in Science and Technology (CREST) 

program provides support to enhance the research capabilities of minority-
serving institutions (MSI) through the establishment of centers that 
effectively integrate education and research. MSIs of higher education 
denote institutions that have undergraduate enrollments of 50% or more 
(based on total student enrollment) of members of minority groups 
underrepresented among those holding advanced degrees in science and 
engineering fields: African Americans, Alaska Natives, American Indians, 
Hispanic Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Native Pacific Islanders. 
CREST promotes the development of new knowledge, enhancements of 
the research productivity of individual faculty, and an expanded presence 
of students historically underrepresented in science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) disciplines. CREST Postdoctoral 
Research Fellowship (PRF) awards provide research experience and 
training for early career scientists to work at active CREST Centers to 

https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/progdesc/1998/geo/1650.htm
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meet the CREST Program goal of building the research capacity of MSIs 
and advancing the nation's STEM workforce and leadership. HBCU-RISE 
awards specifically target HBCUs to support the expansion of institutional 
research capacity as well as the production of doctoral students, 
especially those from groups underrepresented in STEM, at those 
institutions. 

Due Date: 2/10/2017 

Funding: $17,800,000 
Awards: 46 

Website: https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2016/nsf16525/nsf16525.htm 

 
Agency: National Science Foundation 
Program: Chemical Oceanography 
Description: The Chemical Oceanography Program supports research into the 

chemical components, reaction mechanisms, and geochemical pathways 
within the ocean and at its interfaces with the solid earth and the 
atmosphere. Major emphases include:  studies of material inputs to and 
outputs from marine waters; orthochemical and biological production and 
transformation of chemical compounds and phases within the marine 
system; and the determination of reaction rates and study of equilibria. 
The Program encourages research into the chemistry, distribution, and 
fate of inorganic and organic substances introduced into or produced 
within marine environments including those from estuarine waters to the 
deep sea. 

Due Date: 2/15/2017 

Funding: N/A 
Awards: N/A 

Website: https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/progdesc/1998/geo/1670.htm 

 

Agency: National Science Foundation 
Program: Cognitive Neuroscience 
Description: The Cognitive Neuroscience Program seeks highly innovative and 

interdisciplinary proposals aimed at advancing a rigorous understanding of 
how the human brain supports thought, perception, affect, action, social 
processes, and other aspects of cognition and behavior, including how 
such processes develop and change in the brain and through time. 

Due Date: 2/15/2017 

https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2016/nsf16525/nsf16525.htm
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/progdesc/1998/geo/1670.htm


Funding: $8,000,000 
Awards: 10-25 

Website: https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2014/nsf14514/nsf14514.htm 

 

Agency: National Science Foundation 
Program: Cultivating Cultures for Ethical STEM (CCE STEM) 
Description: Cultivating Cultures for Ethical STEM (CCE STEM) funds research 

projects that identify factors that are efficacious in the formation of ethical 
STEM researchers in all the fields of science and engineering that NSF 
supports. CCE STEM solicits proposals for research that explores the 
following: ‘What constitutes ethical STEM research and practice, and 
which cultural and institutional contexts promote ethical STEM research 
and practice and why?' Factors one might consider include: honor codes, 
professional ethics codes and licensing requirements, an ethic of service 
and/or service learning, life-long learning requirements, curricula or 
memberships in organizations (e.g. Engineers without Borders) that stress 
social responsibility and humanitarian goals, institutions that serve under-
represented groups, institutions where academic and research integrity 
are cultivated at multiple levels, institutions that cultivate ethics across the 
curriculum, or programs that promote group work, or do not grade. Do 
certain labs have a ‘culture of academic integrity'? What practices 
contribute to the establishment and maintenance of ethical cultures and 
how can these practices be transferred, extended to, and integrated into 
other research and learning settings? Successful proposals typically have 
a comparative dimension, either between or within institutional settings 
that differ along these or other factors. CCE STEM research projects will 
use basic research to produce knowledge about what constitutes 
responsible or irresponsible, just or unjust scientific practices and 
sociotechnical systems, and how to best instill students with this 
knowledge. Proposals for awards from minority-serving institutions (e.g. 
Tribal Colleges and Universities, Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities, Hispanic-Serving Institutions, Alaska Native or Native 
Hawaiian Serving Institutions), women's colleges, and institutions primarily 
serving persons with disabilities are strongly encouraged. Proposals 
including international collaborations are encouraged when those efforts 
enhance the merit of the proposed work by incorporating unique 
resources, expertise, facilities or sites of international partners. The U.S. 
team's international counterparts generally should have support or obtain 
funding through other sources. 

Due Date: 2/15/2017 

Funding: $3,150,000 
Awards: 6-8 

https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2014/nsf14514/nsf14514.htm


Website: https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2015/nsf15528/nsf15528.htm 

 
Agency: National Science Foundation 
Program: EarthScope 
Description: EarthScope is an Earth science program to explore the 4-dimensional 

structure of the North American continent. The EarthScope Program 
provides a framework for broad, integrated studies across the Earth 
sciences, including research on fault properties and the earthquake 
process, strain transfer, magmatic and hydrous fluids in the crust and 
mantle, plate boundary processes, large-scale continental deformation, 
continental structure and evolution, and composition and structure of the 
deep Earth. In addition, EarthScope offers a centralized forum for Earth 
science education at all levels and an excellent opportunity to develop 
cyberinfrastructure to integrate, distribute, and analyze diverse data sets. 

Due Date: 2/10/2017 
Funding: $6,000,000 
Awards: 15-25 

Website: https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2017/nsf17511/nsf17511.htm 

 

 

Agency: National Science Foundation 
Program: Geography and Spatial Sciences Program (GSS) 
Description: As specified in the Geography and Spatial Sciences Program strategic 

plan, the goals of the NSF Geography and Spatial Sciences (GSS) 
Program are: To promote scientific research in geography and the spatial 
sciences that advances theory and basic understanding and that 
addresses the challenges facing society. To promote the integration of 
geographers and spatial scientists in interdisciplinary research. To 
promote education and training of geographers and spatial scientists in 
order to enhance the capabilities of current and future generations of 
researchers. To promote the development and use of scientific methods 
and tools for geographic research. The Geography and Spatial Sciences 
Program sponsors research on the geographic distributions and 
interactions of human, physical, and biotic systems on Earth. Investigators 
are encouraged to propose plans for research about the nature, causes, 
and consequences of human activity and natural environmental processes 
across a range of scales. Projects on a variety of topics qualify for support 
if they offer promise of contributing to scholarship by enhancing 
geographical knowledge, concepts, theories, methods, and their 
application to societal problems and concerns. 

https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2015/nsf15528/nsf15528.htm
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2017/nsf17511/nsf17511.htm


Due Date: 9/7/2017 
Funding: $5,000,000 - $6,000,000 
Awards: 30-40 

Website: https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2014/nsf14537/nsf14537.htm 

 

Agency: National Science Foundation 
Program: Marine Geology and Geophysics 
Description: The Marine Geology and Geophysics program supports research on all 

aspects of geology and geophysics of the ocean basins and margins, as 
well as the Great Lakes. The Program includes: Structure, tectonic 
evolution and volcanic activity of the ocean basins, the continental 
margins, the mid-ocean ridges, and island arc systems. Processes 
controlling exchange of heat and chemical species between seawater and 
ocean rocks. Genesis, chemistry, and mineralogic evolution of marine 
sediments. Processes controlling deposition, erosion and transport of 
marine sediments. Past ocean circulation patterns and climates and 
Interactions of continental and marine geologic processes 

Due Date: 2/15/2017 
Funding: See announcement 

Awards: See announcement 

Website: https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/progdesc/1998/geo/1620.htm 

 
Agency: National Science Foundation 
Program: Ocean Technology and Interdisciplinary Coordination 
Description: The Oceanographic Technology and Interdisciplinary Coordination (OTIC) 

Program supports a broad range of research and technology development 
activities. Unsolicited proposals are accepted for instrumentation 
development that has broad applicability to ocean science research 
projects and that enhance observational, experimental or analytical 
capabilities of the ocean science research community. Specific 
announcements for funding opportunities are made for additional projects 
involving Coastal Ocean Processes, FSML: Improvements in Facilities, 
Communications, and Equipment at Biological Field Stations and Marine 
Laboratories and the National Ocean Partnership Program. 

Due Date: 2/15/2017 
Funding: See announcement 

Awards: See announcement 

https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2014/nsf14537/nsf14537.htm
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/progdesc/1998/geo/1620.htm


Website: https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/progdesc/1998/geo/1680.htm 

 

Agency: National Science Foundation 
Program: Physical Oceanography 
Description: The Physical Oceanography Program supports research on a wide range 

of topics associated with the structure and movement of the ocean, with 
the way in which it transports various quantities, with the way the ocean's 
physical structure interacts with the biological and chemical processes 
within it, and with interactions between the ocean and the atmosphere, 
solid earth and ice that surround it. 

Due Date: 2/15/2017 
Funding: See announcement 

Awards: See announcement 

Website: https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/progdesc/1998/geo/1610.htm 

 

Agency: National Science Foundation 
Program: Smart and Connected Communities (S&CC) 
Description: Cities and communities in the U.S. and around the world are entering a 

new era of transformational change, in which their inhabitants and the 
surrounding built and natural environments are increasingly connected by 
smart technologies, leading to new opportunities for innovation, improved 
services, and enhanced quality of life. The goal of this Smart & Connected 
Communities (S&CC) solicitation is to support strongly interdisciplinary, 
integrative research and research capacity-building activities that will 
improve understanding of smart and connected communities and lead to 
discoveries that enable sustainable change to enhance community 
functioning. Unless stated otherwise, for the purposes of this year’s 
solicitation, communities are physical, geographically-defined entities, 
such as towns, cities, or incorporated rural areas, consisting of various 
populations, with a governance structure and the ability to engage in 
meaningful ways with the proposed research. 

Due Date: 2/16/2017 
Funding: $18,500,000 

Awards: 18-29 

Website: https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2016/nsf16610/nsf16610.htm 

 

https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/progdesc/1998/geo/1680.htm
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/progdesc/1998/geo/1610.htm
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2016/nsf16610/nsf16610.htm


Agency: National Science Foundation 
Program: STEM + Computing Partnerships 
Description: As computing has become an integral part of the practice of modern 

science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM), the STEM + 
Computing Partnerships program seeks to address the urgent need to 
prepare students from the early grades through high school in the 
essential skills, competencies, and dispositions needed to succeed in a 
computationally-dependent world. Thus, STEM+C advances the 
integration of computational thinking and computing activities in early 
childhood education through high school (pre-K-12) to provide a strong 
and developmental foundation in computing and computational thinking 
through the integration of computing in STEM teaching and learning, 
and/or the applied integration of STEM content in pre-K-12 computer 
science education. 

Due Date: 3/29/2017 

Funding: $49,895,000 
Awards: 35 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=290998 

 
Agency: United States Department of Agriculture 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Program: Regional Conservation Partnership Program 
Description: EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: NRCS is the Department of Agriculture’s 

(USDA) conservation agency working with farmers, ranchers, and private 
forest landowners nationwide to identify and address natural resource 
objectives in balance with operational goals in order to benefit soil, water, 
wildlife, and related natural resources locally, regionally, and nationally. 
NRCS works in partnership with other entities to accelerate getting 
conservation on the ground. Through the Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program (RCPP), NRCS seeks to co-invest with partners in 
innovative, workable and cost-effective approaches to benefit farming, 
ranching, and forest operations, local economies, and the communities 
and resources in a watershed or other geographic area. RCPP partners 
develop project applications, as described in this notice, to address 
specific natural resource objectives in a proposed area or region. 
Partnering organizations design, promote, implement, and evaluate the 
project outcomes. NRCS will select final RCPP projects following a two-
phase application process that includes: (1) a pre-proposal application; 
and (2) a full proposal application. NRCS will assess and evaluate RCPP 
project applications against four criteria—solutions, contributions, 
innovation, and participation. The full proposal process is only open to 
applicants whose pre-proposal applications are selected by the agency to 

http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=290998


go forward from the pre-proposal stage. All RCPP applications become 
the property of NRCS for use in the administration of the program and will 
not be returned to the applicant. RCPP federal assistance is delivered in 
accordance with the authorities of the Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP), Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), Agricultural 
Conservation Easement Program (ACEP), and Healthy Forests Reserve 
Program (HFRP), and in certain geographic areas, the Watershed 
Protection and Flood Prevention program. NRCS and partners implement 
RCPP projects by working with agricultural producers and owners of 
agricultural and forest land. The purpose of this notice is to announce the 
availability of CCC funding for RCPP and to solicit applications from 
potential partners. Subject to fiscal year (FY) 2018 appropriations, NRCS 
anticipates the availability of up to $252.6 million in funding for RCPP. 
RCPP is not a grant program. Through RCPP, NRCS works with partners 
to provide a combination of financial and technical assistance to help 
producers implement conservation practices. 

Due Date: 4/21/2017 

Funding: $252,600,000 
Awards: 100 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291192 

 
Agency: Department of Justice 

Bureau of Justice Assistance 
Program: BJA FY 17 National Initiatives: Law Enforcement 
Description: This solicitation will focus on the delivery of national training, technical 

assistance, and programming on a variety of topics to law enforcement to 
improve and develop practice. 

Due Date: 3/7/2017 

Funding: $7,000,000 
Awards: 3 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291289 

 

Agency: Department of Justice 
Bureau of Justice Assistance 

Program: BJA FY 17 Safeguarding Children of Arrested Parents 
Description: The arrest of a parent can have a significant impact on a child whether or 

not the child is present at the time of the arrest. Depending on age and 
quality of the relationship with the parent, children may feel shock, 

http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291192
http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291289


immense fear, anxiety, or anger towards the arresting officers or law 
enforcement in general. 

Due Date: 2/16/2017 

Funding: $100,000 
Awards: 1 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=290854 

 

Agency: Department of Justice 
Bureau of Justice Assistance 

Program: BJA FY 17 Wrongful Conviction Review Program 
Description: One of BJA's guiding principles is to promote a fair criminal justice system. 

For the past two decades, the American justice system has been 
confronted with a steady stream of post-conviction exonerations, and the 
issue of wrongful conviction has emerged as a critical area for 
examination. BJA is committed to assisting the state and local law 
enforcement entities in adopting evidence-based practices and assessing 
the necessary technologies to reduce the likelihood of a wrongful 
conviction (to include wrongful arrests and prosecutions) occurring from 
the outset of each criminal investigation. BJA is also committed to 
ensuring that wrongful convictions are expeditiously detected and 
addressed when they occur. On support of the latter goal, BJA established 
the Wrongful Conviction Review Program, the funding for which is 
anticipated through the FY 2015 appropriation. The purpose of the 
Wrongful Conviction Review Program is to provide high-quality and 
efficient representation for defendants in post-conviction claims of 
innocence. 

Due Date: 3/7/2017 

Funding: $1,250,000 
Awards: 7 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291018 

 

Agency: Department of Justice 
National Institute of Justice 

Program: NIJ FY17 Comprehensive School Safety Initiative 
Description: The Comprehensive School Safety Initiative (CSSI) funds rigorous 

research to produce practical knowledge that can improve the safety of 
schools and students. The initiative is carried out through partnerships 
between researchers, educators and other stakeholders, including law 

http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=290854
http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291018


enforcement and mental health professionals. Projects funded under the 
CSSI are designed to produce knowledge that can be applied to schools 
and school districts across the nation for years to come. This solicitation 
includes multiple funding categories with different expectations and 
requirements to accomplish the purposes of the CSSI. 

Due Date: 3/24/2017 

Funding: $62,000,000 
Awards: 32 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291243 

 

Agency: Department of Justice 
National Institute of Justice 

Program: NIJ FY17 Investigator-Initiated Research and Evaluation on Firearms 
Violence 

Description: NIJ seeks investigator-initiated applications for funding for research and 
evaluation related to reducing firearms violence and understanding the 
causes and effects of firearms violence. This solicitation aims to 
strengthen our knowledge base and improve public safety by producing 
findings with practical implications for reducing firearms violence. This 
solicitation is focused specifically on producing research related to 
intentional, interpersonal firearms violence. NIJ is particularly interested in 
supporting research related to the areas identified in the 2013 report by 
the Institute of Medicine and National Research Council titled Priorities for 
Research to Reduce the Threat of Firearm-Related Violence. 

Due Date: 3/24/2017 

Funding: $3,000,000 
Awards: 4 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291195 

 

Agency: Department of Justice 
National Institute of Justice 

Program: NIJ FY17 Research and Evaluation on Domestic Radicalization to Violent 
Extremism 

Description: The Domestic Radicalization to Violent Extremism (DRVE) program 
addresses three major questions: (1) What are the primary drivers of 
radicalization to violent extremism, and how do they vary across cohorts 
(e.g., by grievance, by age, by socioeconomic categories)? (2) How is 
radicalization to violent extremism analogous to other forms of extreme 

http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291243
http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291195


violence, such as mass casualty events and gangs? (3) What policy 
choices and/or programmatic interventions prevent or reduce 
radicalization to violent extremism, induce disengagement from violent 
extremism, and/or support de-radicalization and desistance from violent 
extremism? In FY2017, NIJ will emphasize interest in evaluations of new 
and existing demonstration programs to prevent violent extremism at the 
community-level. 

Due Date: 3/22/2017 

Funding: $3,500,000 
Awards: 5 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291154 

 

Agency: Department of Justice 
National Institute of Justice 

Program: NIJ FY17 Research and Evaluation on the Abuse, Neglect, and 
Exploitation of Elderly Individuals 

Description: NIJ seeks proposals for research and evaluation on the abuse, neglect, 
and exploitation of elderly individuals. NIJ is interested in research that 
either helps to define and operationalize polyvictimization among elderly 
individuals or to identify successful outcomes in elder abuse intervention 
research. These are two areas that have been identified as gaps for a 
number of years in the field. 

Due Date: 3/20/2017 

Funding: $1,000,000 
Awards: 2 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291288 

 

Agency: Department of Justice 
National Institute of Justice 

Program: NIJ FY17 Research and Evaluation on Trafficking in Persons 
Description: This solicitation seeks applications for funding for research and evaluation 

projects that will address the knowledge gaps related to trafficking in 
persons, with clear implications for criminal justice policy and practice in 
the United States. NIJ has been funding research on trafficking in persons 
for well over a decade, and particularly appreciates proposals mindfully 
developed to build off of and compliant existing research investments. The 
current NIJ portfolio of human trafficking research comprehensively 
addresses the crime through such focus areas as: scope, prevalence, and 

http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291154
http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291288


perpetration of the crime; effective criminal justice responses and 
challenges thereto; victimization experiences and how best to meet victim 
needs; and how best to reduce the demand for trafficking victims. 
Applicants should familiarize themselves with prior NIJ awards to address 
human trafficking and include relevant research in their literature review. 
For a summary of research projects on the subject of human trafficking, 
see www.nij.gov/nij/topics/crime/human-trafficking/welcome.htm. 

Due Date: 3/17/2017 

Funding: $4,000,000 
Awards: 8 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291091 

 

Agency: Department of Justice 
National Institute of Justice 

Program: NIJ FY17 Research and Evaluation on Violence Against Women: Teen 
Dating Violence, Sexual Violence, and Intimate Partner Violence 

Description: NIJ seeks proposals for research and evaluation of violence against 
women on the following topics (1) teen dating violence, (2) sexual 
violence, and (3) intimate partner violence. Specific areas of interest to NIJ 
are provided under each topic area, however, other areas of interest that 
offer important insights into teen dating violence, sexual violence, or 
intimate partner violence may receive equal attention. 

Due Date: 3/20/2017 

Funding: $5,000,000 
Awards: 10 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291274 

 

Agency: Department of Justice 
National Institute of Justice 

Program: NIJ FY17 Research on Reducing Violence in Communities 
Description: This solicitation will focus on supporting research designed to build 

knowledge on what it takes to produce sustained community-level 
reductions in violence. Proposed studies should examine multiple factors, 
including but not limited to explicit violence prevention initiatives, that may 
play a role in preventing or reducing violence in a community for an 
extended period of time. Besides violence prevention initiatives, research 
should examine factors such as community infrastructure and resources 
(e.g., access to health care, amount of public housing), local laws and 

http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291091
http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291274


policies (e.g., juvenile curfew laws, police patrol strategies), community 
norms (e.g., perspectives on carrying a firearm, trust in law enforcement), 
shared community experiences/beliefs (e.g., exposure to trauma, subject 
to implicit bias), and collaboration among organizations/agencies working 
in the community. NIJ is seeking to fund projects that include reviews of 
existing research and data to more fully identify factors related to 
sustained violence reduction, and further analyses of identified factors in 
one or more communities to better understand how they operate 
individually and collectively to influence levels of violence. 

Due Date: 3/15/2017 

Funding: $2,000,000 
Awards: 2 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291017 

 

Agency: Department of Justice 
National Institute of Justice 

Program: NIJ FY17 Research to Improve Officer Decision-making 
Description: This solicitation will support projects to develop and/or evaluate innovative 

training to improve officer decision-making and in turn outcomes in police-
citizen interactions. NIJ is particularly interested in the dosage and 
curriculum and in evaluations that can measure how the training received 
is transferred and applied to the actual work setting as well as outcomes 
associated with the training. 

Due Date: 3/23/2017 

Funding: $3,000,000 
Awards: 4 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291061 

 

Agency: Department of Justice 
National Institute of Justice 

Program: NIJ FY17 Research, Development, and Evaluation of Technologies to 
Improve School Safety 

Description: This solicitation will support projects that (1) demonstrate and evaluate 
existing technologies, or that (2) develop, demonstrate, and evaluate 
innovative technologies. Potential applicants will be directed to NIJ-funded 
reports published in 2016 that describe current uses of and identified 
needs for school safety technology. Key findings from these reports will be 
presented in the solicitation as will key findings from recent literature 

http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291017
http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291061


reviews commissioned by NIJ that address issues of effectiveness and 
perceptions of school security. Potential areas of emphasis may include 
interventions based on principles of crime prevention through 
environmental design (CPTED), data integration systems, benefit-cost 
analyses, and low cost technology options. 

Due Date: 3/30/2017 

Funding: $6,000,000 
Awards: 6 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291258 

 

Agency: Department of Justice 
National Institute of Justice 

Program: NIJ FY17 Strengthening the Medical Examiner-Coroner System Program 
Description: There is an extreme shortage of board-certified forensic pathologists in 

the United States, as underscored in the 2009 report by the National 
Academies of Sciences on Strengthening Forensic Science in the United 
States. This program will address strengthening the Medical Examiner-
Coroner system in two project areas: 1.) By increasing the number and 
quality of board-certified forensic pathologists who choose the forensic 
pathology sub-specialty, following the completion of an accredited 
pathology medical residency program. 2. Assisting ME and Coroner 
offices achieve accreditation through a recognized accreditation body 
(examples: NAME, IACME). This program furthers OJP's goal to increase 
public safety and improve the fair administration of justice across America 
through innovative leadership and programs. Compliance with 
accreditation requirements will assist medical examiner and coroner 
offices to strengthen the quality of services and data reporting. 

Due Date: 3/20/2017 

Funding: $4,000,000 
Awards: 20 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291151 

 

Agency: Department of Justice 
National Institute of Justice 

Program: NIJ FY17 Understanding the Impacts of Policing Strategies and Practices 
(Beyond Crime Reduction) 

Description: With this solicitation, NIJ seeks applications for funding research and/or 
evaluation projects to examine the impacts of policing strategies and 

http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291258
http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291151


practices using outcome measures that consider crime reduction as well 
as other possible positive and negative impacts on individuals, 
neighborhoods, communities, and the policing organizations. NIJ will 
accept proposals to assess strategies and practices that focus on place 
(where crime occurs) or the individual-level, such as the Chicago (IL) 
Police Department's Strategic Subjects List intervention. One of the major 
objectives of this solicitation is the development of more complete 
measures of the impacts of a policing strategy and/or practice. NIJ is 
particularly interested in understanding the degree to which a strategy 
and/or practice can be effective in reducing crime with minimal negative 
collateral consequences. 

Due Date: 3/23/2017 

Funding: $3,000,000 
Awards: 2 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291047 

 
Agency: Department of Justice 

Office of Juvenile Justice Delinquency Prevention 
Program: OJJDP FY 17 Smart on Juvenile Justice: Enhancing Youth Access to 

Justice Initiative 
Description: This initiative is composed of three categories listed below. Eligible 

applicants are limited to nonprofit organizations having a 501(c)(3) 
exemption with the Internal Revenue Service; for-profit organizations, 
including tribal nonprofit and for-profit organizations; and institutions of 
higher education, including tribal institutions of higher education. For-profit 
organizations must agree to forgo any profit or management fee.  
Category 1: Training and Technical Assistance. The Office of Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) will provide funding to a 
national training and technical assistance (TTA) provider to deliver 
intensive assistance to states to develop and implement effective, well-
resourced, statewide juvenile defense reform strategic plans. The provider 
will also work to improve indigent defense, including post-disposition 
representation, and the overall level of systemic advocacy by providing the 
juvenile defense bar with cost-effective, innovative training programs, tools 
and practice guidelines, technical support, capacity-building assistance, 
and leadership opportunities, and by collaboratively engaging experts and 
stakeholders. Category 2: State and Tribal Juvenile Defender Resource 
Centers. Resource centers will be funded to help state, tribal, and local 
juvenile defense systems enhance the quality of legal representation, 
leverage resources, and collect and analyze data to measure the 
effectiveness of services. Category 3: Second Chance Act- Juvenile 
Reentry Legal Services. This program will provide grants to community 
based non- profit organizations to provide direct civil legal services, 

http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291047


mentoring and reentry planning to justice involved youth that are 
transitioning or have recently transitioned back to their families and 
communities following secure confinement or out-of-home placement by 
providing the youth with direct civil legal services, mentoring and collective 
advocacy strategies to address the collateral consequences of justice-
system involvement and overcome barriers to securing housing, 
education, and employment in order to reduce recidivism. 

Due Date: 3/2/2017 

Funding: $3,800,000 
Awards: 8 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=290991 

 

Agency: Department of Justice 
Office on Violence Against Women 

Program: OVW FY 2017 Grants to Reduce Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence, 
Dating Violence and Stalking on Campus Program 

Description: The Campus Program encourages a comprehensive coordinated 
community approach that enhances victim safety, provides services for 
victims and supports efforts to hold offenders accountable. The funding 
supports activities that develop and strengthen trauma informed victim 
services and strategies to prevent, investigate, respond and prosecute 
sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence and stalking. The 
development of campus-wide coordinated responses involving campus 
victim service providers, law enforcement/campus safety officers, health 
providers, housing officials, administrators, student leaders, faith-based 
leaders, representatives from student organizations, and disciplinary 
board members is critical. To be effective, campus responses must also 
link to local off-campus criminal justice agencies and service providers, 
including local law enforcement agencies, prosecutors’ offices, courts, and 
nonprofit, nongovernmental victim advocacy and victim services 
organizations. Campuses are encouraged to create or revitalize large-
scale efforts that treat sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, 
and stalking as serious offenses by adopting effective policies and 
protocols, developing victim services and programs that prioritize victim 
safety, ensuring offender accountability, and implementing effective 
prevention approaches. Colleges and universities should demonstrate to 
every student that these crimes will not be tolerated, that perpetrators will 
face serious consequences, and that holistic services are available for 
victims. that prioritize victim safety, ensuring offender accountability, and 
implementing effective prevention approaches. Colleges and universities 
should demonstrate to every student that these crimes will not be 

http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=290991


tolerated, that perpetrators will face serious consequences, and that 
holistic services are available for victims. 

Due Date: 2/23/2017 

Funding: $20,000,000 
Awards: 35 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291129 

 

Agency: Department of Justice 
Office on Violence Against Women 

Program: OVW FY 2017 Legal Assistance for Victims Grant Program Solicitation 
Description: The Legal Assistance for Victims (LAV) Grant Program is intended to 

increase the availability of civil and criminal legal assistance needed to 
effectively aid adult and youth victims of sexual assault, domestic 
violence, dating violence, and stalking who are seeking relief in legal 
matters relating to or arising out of that abuse or violence, at minimum or 
no cost to the victims. LAV Grant Program funds may not be used to 
provide criminal defense services. Grant funds may be used to provide 
direct legal services to victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, dating 
violence, and stalking in matters relating to or arising out of that abuse or 
violence. The objective of the LAV Grant Program is to develop innovative, 
collaborative projects that provide quality representation to victims of 
sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. 

Due Date: 2/16/2017 

Funding: $30,000,000 
Awards: 60 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291021 

 

Agency: Department of Justice 
Office on Violence Against Women 

Program: OVW FY 2017 Rural Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence, Dating Violence 
and Stalking Program Solicitation 

Description: Victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking 
in rural communities face unique challenges and barriers to receiving 
assistance rarely encountered in urban areas. The geographic isolation, 
transportation barriers, economic structure, particularly strong social and 
cultural pressures, and lack of available services in rural jurisdictions 
significantly compound the problems confronted by those seeking support 
and services to end the violence in their lives. These factors also 

http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291129
http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291021


complicate the ability of the criminal justice system to investigate and 
prosecute sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking 
cases. In addition, socio-cultural, economic, and geographic barriers 
create difficulties for victim services providers to identify and assist victims 
of these crimes. The United States Department of Justice, Office on 
Violence Against Women (OVW) (www.ovw.usdoj.gov) is pleased to 
announce that it is seeking applications for the Fiscal Year 2017 Rural 
Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, and Stalking 
Assistance Program. This program furthers the Department’s mission by 
supporting projects designed to address and prevent sexual assault, 
domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking in rural jurisdictions. 

Due Date: 2/23/2017 

Funding: $33,000,000 
Awards: 45 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291054 

 

http://www.grants.gov/view-opportunity.html?oppId=291054

